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Coming Home
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Hints and Tips

To Help You 

&

Your Registered Dog

After Being Released.
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Health & Welfare

Things to consider when you get your dog back home

1. Ask the authorities to send any medical records to your vet. Your vet will need to know if your dog has received any treatment or given any medication whilst in custody. This includes any vaccinations and worming treatments that may have been given to puppies.

2. Your dog(s) will have undergone neutering (if not already neutered) and tattooing before being released. Keep a close eye on your dog for any unusual behaviour or distress and go to your vet if at all concerned. 

If your dog has recently had surgery, try and keep them quiet for a few days and limit exercise.

3. Kennelling affects different dogs if different ways, some soon settle in to a new environment whilst others do not cope so well. Almost certainly whilst your dog has been away it will have been fed a different food to what you would have fed at home. 

When you change a dog’s diet there is always the possibility that it will upset the dog’s system and the dog will suffer from loose motions or diarrhoea, a sudden change of diet combined with the excitement of coming home may cause upset.  

If this is the case with your dog, try initially feeding bland food – e.g., chicken and rice. 

Everyone will obviously be very excited to have the family member back home-but do limit the number of treats etc given as a sudden intake may also cause upset.

If you are at all worried about any aspects of your dog’s health, take your dog to the vet to be checked out.

4. Check the size and condition of your dog’s collar. Puppies may have grown and older dogs may have lost weight. Make sure the collar is adjusted properly and get a new one if it looks damaged. Don’t forget that it is a legal requirement to have an ID tag attached to your dog’s collar.

5. Your dog may need help with adjusting from a kennel environment back into a home, be patient and re-establish a familiar routine, toilet training may have lapsed whilst in the kennel, follow our guide to help with this.

6. Whatever you think about the Dangerous Dogs Act it is unfortunately the law. Don’t let your dog down by not following the rules.

Settling In: 

If your dog has been held away from its normal home for any length of time it is possible that your dog may be feeling insecure.

To help settle your dog in over the next few weeks here are some tips to re-build your dog’s confidence.

· Do not try and force acceptance of the muzzle on your dog. Take it easy building up over time and follow our advice.

· Do not force your dog out on walks until they are happy with the muzzle.

· Let your dog rest and sleep as much as it needs for the first few days.

House Training:

If your dog has been kept in Kennels or any other strange surroundings for a period of time it is possible that they may become confused about the housetraining rules and you may have to Re-train them. 

Also some puppies being returned may not have finished their House Training and you’ll have to start over again.

Train or Retrain your dog by taking them outside every hour to give them the chance of going to the toilet in the right place. When they go, give them lots of praise and reward their good behaviour with a treat. 

Take them out straight away after sleeping, first thing in the morning, last thing at night and following a meal.

Keep a sharp eye on your dog if they have not “been” for a while and at the first sign that they may be considering it, get them outside quickly and encourage them to go.  

Young dogs or dogs that have been away for a while can feel insecure so stay with them while they go. Let them know that you are not going to leave them.

Never punish your dog for having an accident in the house. They won’t have done it on purpose.

If they do make a mistake, clean it up quickly, thoroughly and without fuss. Use a biological washing powder or special pet cleaner. Do not use ammonia based cleaners as these will smell like urine to the dog and encourage them to go in the same place again. 

INTRODUCING the Muzzle:
If you need to collect your dog from the Police it will be necessary to muzzle the dog and it is likely that this will be the first time that your dog has had to wear a muzzle. 

Under happier circumstances you could take time and train your dog to accept a muzzle and get used to it in the same way as we get used to wearing gloves. Unfortunately the Police pound (or elsewhere) is not the place to start training. 

Although the dog is likely to resist the Police will not let you go without the muzzle on. So;

Think ahead and be prepared.

Go with two muzzles (don’t forget your leash also) of different sizes just in case you get it wrong. Have a chat with the assistant in the Pet shop and maybe you’ll be able to do “sale or return”. Also take a pocket full of small treats that you can push through the mesh to make your dog feel happier about wearing it. 

Your dog is going to be very excited to see you, happy to be out of a kennel and not used to wearing a muzzle. It is possible that your dog will put up a fair amount of resistance and get very stressed. Try to keep calm and make it as easy as possible for them. Put it on securely to get you home safely.

When you get home you can start to train your dog properly and in a calmer atmosphere.

Once home:

Don’t force on the muzzle; introduce it slowly in your home as your dog needs to make a positive association with it.

Start by holding the muzzle in one hand and feeding him treats with the other.

Let him sniff and touch the muzzle with his nose. After each sniff give him a small treat.

Place the muzzle over his nose without doing it up. Take it off before he gets anxious and give him a treat.

Carry on like this for as long as it takes. Remember lots of small steps and lots of praise and rewards.

It is worth doing this properly as sadly this is the way life will be for him from now on. 

Every time your dog goes out it must have the muzzle on and be on a lead.

Failure to do so put your dog’s life in danger

Responsible Ownership – Advice:

Your dog has been registered under the terms and conditions as legally specified, Owners will receive full details from the Index of Exempted Dogs and should contact them directly if you have any questions.

Under the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 (DDA), the following provisions and requirements apply to the types of dog that are specially controlled under section 1 of the DDA.

Any person who contravenes any of the following provisions is guilty of an offence;

1) You shall not sell or exchange your dog or give it to anyone or advertise it for sale or as a gift.

2) You shall not allow your dog to be in any street, road or place to which the public have access without it being muzzled, kept on a lead and in the control of a person 16 years or older. The dog must be securely fitted with a muzzle sufficient to prevent it biting.

3) You shall not abandon your dog or allow it to stray.

It is recommended that when your dog is muzzled, the muzzle is of a type that does not inhibit the panting, breathing or drinking of your dog – contact us if you need advice.

Requirements for Certificate of Exemption:

The Certificate of Exemption remains valid for the life of the dog, provided that the requirements attached to it are observed. These requirements are:

1) that the dog is kept in secure conditions at home so that it cannot escape;

2) that the dog is kept in secure conditions when in a public place, i.e. it must be muzzled and held on a lead by someone who is at least 16;

3) if asked to do so by a police officer or local authority (dog warden), the keeper of the dog must show the Certificate of Exemption, (or present it to such an officer within 5 days) and immediately display the dog’s tattoo and allow the transponder to be read;

4) that the third party insurance is kept in force;

5) that the Index of Exempted Dogs must be notified of any change of address at which the dog is kept for longer than 30 days.

6) that the Index of Exempted Dogs must be notified of the death or export of the dog.

Any breach of any of the above requirements will invalidate the Certificate of Exemption.

Muzzle Training – in further detail:

                              
If a dog has to wear a muzzle then we owe it to him to make it as stress free an experience as possible.
In a situation when muzzling is required, chances are, the dog is going to be experiencing increased stress levels already; to then “slap” this “thing” on his face, often ill-fitting and uncomfortable, can only increase his stress and make a difficult situation even worse! Next time he is in the same situation, the stress will be greater and even sight of a muzzle can trigger further anxiety, fear or aggression and so it becomes a vicious circle …poor dog!

So, if we can help a dog become comfortable with his muzzle, if we can get some pleasant associations attached to his muzzle then we can help him feel more secure in an already stressful situation. If you think about it - introducing a dog to a muzzle is no different than introducing a dog to any piece of training equipment. Whether it be a head-collar, harness or even a dog coat – the procedure is still the same – a step at a time and only moving on when the dog is comfortable with each step.
All too often the dog’s first experience of a muzzle is when it is put on in a hurry when the dog is already in a state of arousal, leading to fear or frustration and anger,

N.B; Please ensure, to the best of your ability that you get a muzzle that is suitable for your breed. The best muzzles to use are the basket type ones, not the fabric, you need to be able to get small treats through the mesh. The basket ones also do not inhibit the dog’s ability to communicate - we still need to observe his facial gestures to determine whether he is offering submissive lip licks or aggressive lip “pull-backs” etc.
If you are not sure, do some research, via the internet or contact breed rescues etc. It is important that once fitted the muzzle is comfortable and very secure. Remember you can’t try it on for size until you have followed the procedure so be prepared for the fact you MAY have to purchase several until you get it right. 

First arm yourself with really tasty treats and I mean REALLY tasty treats! If your dog is not treat orientated, then you are going to have to go back a stage further and get him “switched on” to food rewards. So, you’ve got your treats. Now get out the muzzle and show it to your dog, let him have a good sniff, then praise and treat him. AH! Now you’ve got his interest!
Put the muzzle away, out of sight, under a cushion or behind your back. Then get it out and repeat the procedure several times.

Do this at regular intervals thro the day, you could use your dogs daily food ration to do this. Make sure that you present the muzzle only 3- 4 times at each session, keep sessions really short ( if you are watching the telly then do it at every ad break, then when the programme resumes – stop) Yes that short a time! Once your dog is associating the muzzle with yummy treats or his meal you will see him “perk-up”, maybe wag his tail or get quite animated when he 

Muzzle Training Cont:

sees “his” muzzle, “oh, this funny looking thing means I get treats! Oh This is a GOOOOD thing!” You can only move on when you see him react like this.

For dogs who have had a bad experience already with a muzzle this will take some time, be patient!

Assuming the dog is now reacting positively to the sight of the muzzle, now move on: Place a treat inside the muzzle and place the muzzle on the floor, or if the dog is a large one, place it on the sofa next to you. Allow the dog to take the treat out of the muzzle, make no movement towards the dog maintain a relaxed expression and body posture and try hard not to stare at either the dog or the muzzle but praise him as he takes the treat.

Again short sessions often are better than “going for it”. Once he is happily pushing his nose into the muzzle you can then repeat the procedure, this time holding the muzzle in one hand.

Get him used to collecting his treat from the muzzle in one hand and try poking another treat through the gaps in the muzzle whilst his nose is still in there … make this a GOOD game.

When he is leaving his nose in the muzzle expecting another treat to appear through the bars, you can then move on to the next step.
 
Try offering the muzzle to him and see if he puts his nose into it without a treat in there. If he does give him a big reward, you can do this through the bars  
or if he jerks his head out praise him quietly and give him a small reward. Make sure he gets a bigger or tastier treat if he leaves his head in the muzzle and doesn’t “spook” himself.

If he won’t place his nose into the muzzle without evidence of a treat go back a stage, he may not be ready yet.

If he is shoving his nose in and waiting expectantly, try withholding the offer of a treat for a couple of seconds, pay close attention to him and try to gauge it before he removes his nose.

Once he is happy to wait for a couple of seconds begin to increase the time. If you can get him comfortable with 5-10 seconds, gently draw the straps up around the back of his head … do not fasten at this point, just get him used to the sensation of the straps.

Again move on when he is easy with this, clip the fastening close around the back of his head, treat through the muzzle and release.
Repeat until this is easy for him.

Muzzle Training Cont:

Once he is accepting of the muzzle being fastened and is taking treats through the bars, gradually accustom him to wearing it for very short periods of time, start with 1 minute and slowly build up your time. Reward him intermittently whilst he is wearing the muzzle. Perhaps indulge him in some 
massage intermingled with treats, keep those good associations going with the muzzle.
If your dog knows a “SIT” ask him to do this before you remove the muzzle, this will help to keep a controlled atmosphere around muzzle wearing. 
Reward him again for sitting nicely to have the muzzle removed.

As soon as the dog wears his muzzle with ease around the house, try taking him to the garden, treat him through the bars as before.

Try to take him for a very short walk, no more than a few paces, praising and rewarding as you go. Do the same for car journeys too.

REMEMBER ; Take things slowly and work at your dogs pace, don’t be tempted to rush this ,if you take it slowly you will be doing your dog a big favour and making the transition to muzzle wearing as easy as possible …… it could in some cases be a matter of life and death!   Good luck!

Our thanks to dog trainer Helen Fayers for supplying this information.

Inside the owner’s vehicle:

Registered dogs also have to be muzzled and leashed inside your car/vehicle, e.g. on your way home if you collect your dog from the police station, on your way to the vets, to the park etc – AT ALL TIMES.
The High Court has ruled (in 1993) that for the purposed of the Dangerous Dogs Act, the inside of your vehicle is a public place – this means that registered dogs need to be muzzled and held on a leash, by someone over the age of 16yrs, whilst inside your vehicle on the public highway.

Even if you use a dog crate – your dog still needs to be muzzled and leashed.

It is a legal requirement for all registered dogs

S.A.V.E.D Dogs:

Support and Advice Volunteers for Endangered Dogs. 

S.A.V.E.D is a voluntary organisation founded in FEB 2007. It is made up of a group of like-minded Behaviourists, Trainers and admin volunteers willing to offer advice and support from a behavioural perspective.

We understand how distressing it is for owners having family pets removed from home, sometimes under duress, having them kennelled for months and having to endure court appearances. Then, on return of the dog, having to comply with the requirements of living with a registered dog and the rehabilitation of a dog that has been away for a considerable period of time is also an extremely distressing situation for both dogs and owners.

At S.A.V.E.D there is a bank of experienced canine professionals willing to support owners through this process.

There is a helpline available to owners for practical advice on how to rehabilitate dogs back into the family home, or purely for owners who would like a sympathetic ear.

There are written help sheets available on request from what to expect in the early weeks at home to how to muzzle train a dog in a humane and fun way.

S.A.V.E.D believes in a “culture of care” for all dogs seized in the future. To try to ensure that dogs are not returned to owners with more problems than they had before seizure and to try to convince the authorities that this may not be the best way to proceed in the future, we would be grateful if all owners would complete our questionnaires to help us compile a body of evidence to support our contention.

S.A.V.E.D IS A FREE CONFIDENTIAL SERVICE.

S.A.V.E.D is available to those owners whose dogs have been seized purely because of how they look.

S.A.V.E.D does not condone or support the keeping of fighting dogs, S.A.V.E.D recommends that any dog with proven aggression issues should be euthanized; S.A.V.E.D does not offer an aggression rehabilitation programme.


S.A.V.E.D does not offer legal advice.

S.A.V.E.D is an independent voluntary organisation that does not affiliate itself with any other Association, pressure group or political organisation.

If you need help – please contact us.

Useful CONTACTS:

	Organisation
	Telephone
	Web Site/Address

	DDA Watch 


	0844 844 2900
	www.ddawatch.co.uk
www.dangerousdogsact.co.uk

	Endangered Dogs Defence & Rescue


	0844 856 3303

0844 844 2900
	www.endangereddogs.com

	S.A.V.E.D Dogs
	0844 800 2703
	www.saved-dogs.co.uk


	Index of

Exempted Dogs
	07000 783652


	PO Box 47, Saffron Walden

Essex. CB10 1YD



	
	
	


